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the other brigades would go to his support. At Lee's Mills he found the place, and his men, though unused to battle, moved with precision! and with their rifles commanded the earthwork below them, and the broad dam which gave access to it. A general order prevented the intended movement, and General Hancock returned to his camp, but with a certainty that his labors during the winter had given him a brigade upon which he could rely in the hour of battle. The test soon came, for on the morning of the battle of Williams-burg, while the mass of our troops was engaged in desperate and futile efforts to carry Fort Magruder, Hancock with his brigade, increased by one regiment, was sent to the right to turn the work.
The order of the general in command of the field, and the only one which could be obtained from him, was that Hancock should go to the first darn, and if the earthwork protecting it was found unoccupied he was to seize it and remain there. Under the order of the division commander he was told to go as far as he could, and if he found a good point of attack he was to hold his ground and the other brigades of the division would go to him. Hancock passed over the dam by the unoccupied work near it, and on over the open country, taking two more unoccupied strong redoubts. This brought him where his guns couldncock's patriotic conduct is due, if not to him, to the friends of law and justice throughout the country. Of such an act as his, at such a time, it is but fit that the dignity should be vindicated and the virtue proclaimed, so that its value as an example may not be lost to the nation.
